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iPad Presentation at October 2013 GL PTO meeting 
 
Mr. McKinney made a presentation on the upcoming iPad distribution as requested by the PTO. He 
highlighted some apps that may be used in the classroom.  The Reflector app connects the iPads to the 
classroom screen. The QR Reader app can be used to direct students to specific content like reading 
check quizzes and documents.  Adobe Reader can be used to open and save documents in the Bookshelf 
for use off line. The documents can then be highlighted or marked with electronic sticky notes for study 
purposes. The iPad can read back papers for proof reading.  

Teachers have now had six months of experience and training on the iPad.  A Vanguard group has been 
created at the school….these teachers have received additional training to enable them to train their 
peers.  Additionally the Governor Livingston building-based technology committee continues to work 
together to help foster collaboration and sharing. 

The distribution process has been practiced in study halls and physical education classes.  The iPads will 
be distributed in health and physical education classes the week of November 4th.  On Monday, 11/4, 
four blocks will receive iPads and the remaining 4 blocks will receive the devices on Tuesday, 11/5.  
Anyone who missed those distribution sessions will receive them on Wednesday, 11/6.  Over the NJEA 
Convention weekend, students will be asked to complete a short list of “homework” tasks including 
syncing their wireless keyboards and downloading certain free apps before returning to school on 11/11. 

There will be a series of 12 iPad mini lessons in classes on 11/11 and 11/12.  The whole school will 
receive these lessons at the same time.  The lessons will include Pages, Numbers, Keynote as well as 
some important iPad specific functionality. 

Q&A 
• What was the driving need/goal for the 1:1 iPad initiative? 

The goal of the iPad initiative is to foster increased creativity and engagement, to make technology 
more readily available, and to develop the ability to access information quickly.  Teachers will be able 
to differentiate their instruction more easily and further develop problem-solving skills and critical-
thinking in our students.  Future jobs will require these characteristics in addition to strong 
computing skills and the iPads will increase learning options and opportunities. 

• Will iPads eliminate or reduce the need for heavy textbooks?   
Currently there is limited availability with textbooks on iPads.  This will change very rapidly.  Mr. 
McKinney hopes that the current freshmen will be using multiple text books on the iPad by their 
senior year.   

• Will the students be taking the iPads home over the summer? 
Yes, the iPads will be taken home for the summer.  The students will retain possession of the iPads 
until they graduate from Governor Livingston or leave the district. 
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• Are the iPads insured?  
Yes, the iPads have Apple Care Plus.  There will be a $50 deductible on any repair that needs to get 
sent outside the school (like broken screens).  There is a $100 deductible for total loss. Stolen iPads 
must be reported to the police.  The Find my phone/iPad app will be used to attempt to find 
lost/stolen devices (all students will be required to activate this).  

• How are you going to manage classroom disruption and lost instruction time due to 
students ‘playing’ on the iPads? 
There are some classroom management tips for teachers that will help cut down inappropriate use 
during class time.  Most students have access to the same technology via their smart phones and 
appropriate use outside of school will be the responsibility of the student and reinforced by families. 

• How will you control security and hacking by students? 
There are some “jail breaking” safeguards in place that will disable the iPad if used in such a manner 
(e.g., the iPad will freeze).  Any tampering will security will render the iPads unusable within the 
school’s environment, forcing the students will to turn in such iPads for repair.  Nothing is foolproof 
and students already have these capabilities through computers. 

• Will the students be able to charge their iPads at school? 
Students are strongly encouraged to charge their iPads at home.  Limited access to remote power 
stations will be available at school during lunch and study halls.   

• Is there an advanced Computers’ Student Group that can help with technical issues? 
There will be student groups to help with process.  A tech group, a lunch group, maybe focus 
groups.  The Building Tech team will be available to help. 

• If an iPad is lost or broken, will there be extras that can be “borrowed”?    
There are a limited number that will be available. 

• What if iPads get mixed up because they all look the same?   
The serial numbers can be used to identify iPads.  Also, there will be a sticker to write the student’s 
name on it.  Additionally we will be encouraging students to put their picture on the lock screen to 
help with identification. 

• Is there a purchase option upon graduation?   
Not at this time. 

• What kind of apps will students need?   
The students will create a zero-credit-card Apple-id in school and use it to download certain free 
apps.  The district may also purchase apps for all students.  Students can also buy their own apps 
through their home Apple-id accounts. The wireless network at school is filtered, but of course, home 
networks are not. 

• Where will the students be storing their documents? 
Regarding individual storage needs, students will have iCloud accounts and can back up data to the 
Cloud. 
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• Can work be started on the iPad (Pages) and then finished on a computer?  Does this 
cause compatibility issues when they try to work on a PC? 
Yes, documents or files can be emailed or downloaded from the iCloud to a computer.  When saving 
on the iPad, you can choose to save as a Word document; depending on the complexity of the file, 
some corruption of formatting may occur. 

 

 


